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CURSORY. REFLEXIONS 


Impartially made upon 


Mr. Richard Barter 


His WAY of 


Writing Notes 


APOCALYPSE, 


And upon his 
- Advertiſement and Poſtſcript. 
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FRILIZLIC REVES PARRHESIASTES. 


Dan. 12. 10. Many ſhall be purified, and made white, and 
tried : But the wicked: ſhall do wickedly, and none of the 


| *avicked ”_ underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall underſtand. 
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Hat thou mayſl not miſinterpret 

what is well-meant, nor think me 

over-ſevere in expoſing the odd 

and indeed impious Carriage of 

| R. B. in his manner of demeaning himſelf in 

f his Pretence of Writing Notes upon the Apo- 

calypſe, Twill give thee a brief Account what 

moved me to make theſe Reflexions on this 

ſurpriſing Performance of his. I did deeply 

reſent the groſs Injury he has done, Firſt, To 

the Spirit of Prophecy in the Holy Scriptures, 

and conſequently to the whole Church of Chriſt, 

towhich it is to be a Guide, and is indeed a 

marvellous ſtrong Bulwark againſt Atheiſm 

and Infidelity. Secondly, and more peculiarly, 

To the Church of England. And laſtly, 7o 

that Induſtrious and Faithful Member thereof, 
Dr. H. M. who has ſo ſincerely laid out his He=»q move 
Pains ( having no Brive in his Hand from 
any Party, but the meer Moments of Naked 
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The Preface. 


Truth to ſway him) in explaining the Viſions 
of the Apocalypſe and Daniel; and that, as 
for the good of the Church in general, ſo pare 
ticularly for the juſt Intereft of the Church 
and Crown of England, as well againſt all 
Fanatical Fwry, as againſt all the Fineneſſes of 
Rome. 


And what an enormous Outrage the firſt is, 


we may eaſily conceive from hence ; That by 
the ſame ſlight that he ſlurs the Intelligible- 
neſs of the Viſions of the Apocalvpſe, all the 
Prophecies of the Scripture may be ſlurred and 
made uſeleſs, as having no certain Senſe at 
all, becauſe Men have preſumed to expound 
them differently. Which plainly is to deſtroy 
the main Strength and Glory of our Chriſtian 
Religion, and that Support which is in ſuch 
an extraordinary way peculiar to it ; no Reli- 
gton in the World being ſo confirmed by Com- 
pletion of Prophecies, as it is. Which Com- 
pletion of Prophecies does not onely ſtrengthen 
the Chriftian Religion, but is an afſured ſign 
of the ruth of Natural Religion alſo, That 
there is a God, and Providence, and Spirits or 
Angels, and an Immortal Spirit in Man, and a 
Life to come. All which Advantgges KR. B. 
groves away in an unaccountable Freak of 
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Scepticiſm, and an affeted profeſſing ( after 
an operoſe propoſing of the diverſe Interpretati- 
ons of Writers on the Apocalypſe) that he 
knows not which is true. The ſenſe of which 
dealing, to any man that is not ſhallow-witted, 
muſt needs ſeem an Oftentation of his ſingular 
Naſuteneſs, that when others are ſuch Fools as 
to think. they underſtand theſe Prophecies, he 
diſcerns that they are plainly Unintelligible, 
and ſo in an overweening conceit of his own 
Perſpicacity and Difcernment, proudly tramples 
upon all the Learned and Pious Endeawours of 


fuch as have attempted to find out the genuine 


ſenſe of theſe Holy Oracles of God. Would any 
one take the pains ſo operoſely to ſet out his 
own Ignorance 70 the World in good earneſt, 
but that his blind and haughty Heart did pro 
jedt therein an eſteem to himfelf of a peculiar 
Knowledge, viz. 7hat nothing at all is to be 
known in Scripture- Prophecies? His inept- 
neſs to which Studies, it's likely, made the 
doughty Rationaliſt divert to other Theories, 
and employ his fiery unquiet Spirits to the fra- 
ming 4 Mechod of Theology, and ſo to en- 
tertain young Students with a Sack ſtujfed full 
of an infinite Number of dry Chips, {nc {ucco 
& ſanguine, unleſs beſprinkled here and there 
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The Preface. 


with the Blood of Priſcian”s broken Pate. But 
this is ſomething extra olcas: Let us paſs to 
the ſecond Injury propounded. 
And this is againſt the Church of England, 

' whom he could not but know to be an expreſs 
Declarer cgainſt the Idolatries of the Church 
of Rome, as is plain out of the Homilies, and 
10 apply ſome Viſions of the Apocalypſe to the 
Caſe : Which is very rationally done, it ſeem- 
ing incredible, if not impoſſible, that that Book 
of Viſions ſetting out the State of the Chriſtian 
Church from its Beginning, to the Fnd of the 
World, jhould omit the Viltonary noting of 
ſuch an huge Degeneracy in the Church as 1do- 
latry, and bloody Perſecution for not ſub- 
mitting thereto. Whence our Church of Eng- 
land obſerving Viſions ſo eaſily and naturally 

interpretable that way, could not miſs of apply- 

ing them to the Preſent State of Things, and 
declare the Church of Rome, Babylon, out of 
which God's People are warned to depart, 
Which Voice is a moſt plain and ſolid Juſtifica- 

tion for our ſeparating from the Church of 
Rome. Now for R. B. to make it ſuch an hei- 

nous thing to interpret any of the Apocalyp- 

rick Viſions againſt ſuch groſs Enormities of 
the Roman Church, and to make ſuch a Tra- 
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ical deal ado about it, as if it were ſuch an 
Inflamer of the Rage of the Romaniſts, that 
they would deſtroy all thoſe that preſumed to 
make any ſuch Application; this Demeanour of 
his ſeemed to me to proceed out of a malicious 
Pique againſt our Church, as if he would cry 
Hallow to the Pontificians,to worry the Church 
o England, and devour it. Which, as it is a 
alvage Injury to our Church, ſo it is a grols 
Indignity offered to our Engliſh Romanilts, 
who are Men of a more humane ſpirit, and ngt 
prone to take any more offence at our Churches 
concetving their Church to be prefigured by the 
City of Babylon, than we do take at their 
deeming us H=recicks, which is as Criminal a 
Reproach as can be charged upon any Perſon. 
But though theſe be the 1 erms of Theological 
Diſputants on each Side, yet Neighbourlineſs 
and Good-nature waſhes them out of the re- 
membrance of both. And the fair Interpretation 
of theſe two ſevere ſerms, Babylon and Here- 
tick, may be onely this, That the one Party is 
reſolved never to return into Babylon, out of 
which God's People are bid to depart ; nor the 
other to forſake Rome, for danger of becoming 
Hereticks, ti1] God ſhall give better Light. 


But in the mean time, though they cannot join 
in 
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in a Religious Society, nothing hinders but 
that they may accord in common Offices of 
Civility and Humanity,and of hearty Neigh- 
bourlineſs one towards another. 
And now, thirdly, and laſily ; For the Injury 
done to Dr. H. M. beſides what he ſuffers in 
common with the Church of England, there 
ſeems a particular Spite vented againſt him in 
R. B. his demeaning himſelf thus in what he 
has writ in reference to the Apocalypſe ; he 
moving a many {lecvele(s Czeſtions,unſeaſon- 
ably, to enſnare him, and entangle him : When 
as there is none of them,but if witful blindneſs, 
and natural ineptitude to theſe things, be no 
bar, R. B. might fully ſatisfie himſelf out of 
what the Dofer has already written. But that 
which R. B. ſeems to deſire to perſtringe moſt in 
the Doflor zs his great confidence of the Truth. 
of his Interpretations in the moſt concerning 
Viſtons: Which R.B. his unacquaintedneſs with 
clearneſs of Conception, makes him the more 
wonder at. For certainly thoſe that conceive 
things clearly and diſtin&tly, will be confi- 
dent of the Truth they diſcover, whether they 
will or no. But men that have a turbid and 
cumulcuary Fancy and Conception, may read 
much,and write much,and be certain of nothing 
: Wis. 
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when they have done ; or if they ſeemto them- 
ſelves ſo to be, may prove groſly decerved,as un- 


Aoubtedly R. B. was in his making the Soul of 


Man Fire. Which Dream of his (and all men 
dream waking, till their pure Intelleual Fa- 


culties be ſufficiently excited, out of the dull 


Sopour they are held in by this Terreſtrial Bo- 
dy ) proceeded in all likelihood from the furious. 
fiery Complexion of his very Body, and over- 
heated Spirits; and I wiſh the Annotator's 
Digreſſion, that expoſes R. B. his Folly, in 
medling with Theories he was not able to ma- 
ſter, may not have flack in his Stomach, and ſo 
inſtigated him to take this opportunity of Re- 
venge, | 

But as for the Door s Confidence,and hjs 
profeſſion thereof in Matters that tend ſo. 
much to the good of Mankind, to the good of 
the Church 1n general, ad more particularly 
t0 the good of the Church and Monarchy of 
England, I /hall ſufficiently conſider that, and 
the Reaſons thereof, in my Reflex1ons ; and my 
Preface has run out further already than T in- 
tended. | 

But by this time I hope I have declared 
enough to prepare thee with candour to peruſe 
what 1 have curſorily writ, for the juſtly expo- 
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' therude and vile Dealings of R. B. with the 
Prophecies of Scripture, with the Church of 
England, and particularly with the Do&tor, 
a taithful and dutiful Son thereof ;. that 
what of Mirth, or Satyr, or Sharpncſs of Re- 
proct thou meeteſt with, thou mayſt be the leſs 
ſarpris d thereby, but interpret all things can- 
didly. And if thou chance to be pleaſed, [ free- 
ly tell thee, It is more than I my ſelf am, who 
take no pleaſure in ſuch Contraſfts ; but Ne- 
cellity extorted it from him who is an earneſt 
Lover of Truth and Sincerity, and a profeſſed 
Fee to all Hypocrifie and Guile : But in the 
mean time, as thou art alſo a Lover of Truth, 


Thy Hearty Friend, 


From his Study 


in Alethopolis 
rg Hs”; and Humble Servant, 


D. 1685. 


Phililicrines Parrheſiaſtes. 
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Ag. 3.1. 20: for Cor: uption read Corruptions, Ibid. I, 29. for ch. v. 1. 
F-Ch. I. v. 1. P 4+. 18, for Names I. Pains. p.9. |. 11. foi Oy gay 
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SOME 


CURSORY REFLEXIONS, or. 


The ARGUMENE. 


The Occafion of Parrheſiaſtes his Writing theſe Re- 


flexions. R. B. hes preferring an affefted ignorant 
Pride before humble and uſeful Knowledge. The 
Feakueſs and Ignorance in his Performance on the 
Apocalypſe, a flat Contradiftion to the Phyſtogo- 
my of his Pifture before his Book. Not waut of 
Sagacity, but Raſhneſs and Lazineſs, has made 
R. B. ſuch a puzzled Creature in the Meanings of 
the Apocalypſe. An A4pologie for R.B. his bring- 
ing in ſeveral Interpretations on the Apocalyple, 
while ignorant himſelf where the Truth lies, His 
Diſcretion in not deciding, his Fudgment being [0 
groſy faulty where he does. The onely commenda- 

le good Stroke in his Notes on the Apocalypſe, 
The Diſeaſe of Sctipturiency i» R. B. taken notice 
of. His indigeſted Reading of many Writers oz 
the Apocalypſe, and difingenuous Preſumption in 
flurring them before he underſtood them. His un- 
Skilful denying the Calling of the Jews. A ſwarm 
of crawling Difficulties that the Expolition of 
Dr. H. M., is anconcerned in. - Some approvable 
Paſſages in R. B. his Advertiſement. 7s ab- 
ſurd if not impious Flumour, in acknowledging the 
Degeneracy of the Church to the height, and yet 
denying it to be predifted in the Apocalypſe. Se- 
ven «napprovable Particulars noted in the ſaid 
Advertiſement, An Anſwer to the ſaid Parti- 
B culars 


—_— os i Me re re - 
 — 


By - 
ap ot Tn Dt, ee Pres no --” —_ 
» » 


—_ 


Curſory Reflexions, Wc. 


as. — _—_— 
nd, A 

—— —— ee en nat — 

4" E 


Ag 2 DD. 2. co IEA nes" <A —_———_ a 


av 
ee peYre———_ eee te ———S———_ 
——— - x .-4, I rr neat 
_ 


— — — 
I ta D—_ 


culars. Certain Paſſages in his Poſticripr. The 
Tedioaſneſs of his Writings. His uncharitable 
Concett of the Pontifhcians , as if they tore ſuch 
an ill mind againſt the Church of England, for the 
interpreting ſome part of the Apocalypſe of the 
Degeneracy of their Charch. That this looks like 
a miſchievouſly intended Dog-trick in R. B. againſt. 
our Church, tis courting of Mr. Gadbury to caſt 
his Nativity, by dropping in the mention of David 
Blundel a»d Pope Jone in his Poſtſcript. Mr. 
Foulis his Opinion of the Story of that Fergle 
Pope. That the Church of England's Cauſe de- 
pends not on ſuch Trifles. A ſerious Advertiſe 
ment to R. B. his Followers, and to all other Se- 
daries. 


Fter I had the Opportuaity of peruſing in 
MS. Dr. #7. More his Paralipomena Pro- 
phetica ; 1o it hapned, that a Friend of 
mine gave me notice, and alſo procured 
me the ſight of what Mr. Baxter had done upon 
the Revelations; of whom I having heard hereto- 
fore, what a confident Man he was of the uxin- 
telligibleneſs of that Book, though I was aſſured of 
the Vanity of that Confidence, yet I thought he 
had ſtudied that Sacred Writing with that Care and 
Searchingneſs, that he was able to find ſuch Flaws 
in what Mr. Mede and Dr. More have writ, that it 
might give the Door juſt occaſion to enlarge his 
Paralipomena, in clearing ſuch ſhrewd Dilficulties 
as R. B, was able to propoſe, and retifie, if any 
thing wereamiſs in the DoQor's Interpretations, by 
whar R. B. had ſearched out by his anxious Dili- 
gence. But things have fallen out quite contrary 
ro 
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Curſor Reflexions, _ 


to my expectation, there being nothing either in 
his Notes on the Revelation, or 10 his Advertiſement 
or his Poſtſcript, offered as Difficulties, but fuch as 
with reading either Mr, Mede or the Dofor, (if 
R. B, his Parts be not very low ſunk) he might ea- 
ſily fatisfie himſelf in, 

But I perceive it was never his Intent to be fa- 
tified in theſe Studies, preferring an affefed igno- 
rant Pride, belore humble and uſeful Knowledge ; 
nay, before the Glory of God, and a due Acknov- 
ledgment of his Care and Providence over his 
Church, in ſetting out the State thereof from the 
Beginning of it to the End of the World ; which 
is incredible but he ſhould do in this Volumn of 
Viſions, the Apocalypſe , which Zegins with the 
Church, and reaches to the Day of Fudement, ac- 
cording to R, B. his own acknowledgment. Where- 
fore that there ſhould be no Viſions touching the 


great Degeneracy of the Church, and of the /are Re- 
formation from ſuch groſs Corruptiong, which R. B. 


himſelf confeſſes that they deſerved greater Puniſh- 
ments than the Beaſt and Falſe Prophet mentioned 
in the Revelations, (Advertil. p. 10.) is a thing in- 
credible altogether, nay, | may fay , zmpo ble, 
Nor can all the Wars, Perſecution, and ViRories of 
the Church, prefigured in this Book, be reſtrained 
to the Pagan Empire, and the Times of the Primz- 
tive Chriſtians: A thing which &. B. difowns, on 
Apac. chav. 1. where, ſays he,.] cannot conceive thoſe 
zwo Learned Mens Expoſition (meaning Grotius and 
Dr. Hammoud) who make the Apocalypſe an Hiſts- 
ry in a Prophetick Stile, and ſay, that moſt or very 
wuch of it was done before it was written : And yet 


to flur the Learned and Pious Labours of Mr. Mede, 
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Pairs 


| he equally,if not more, inclines to their two ſenſes 


of the Prophecies, than to the other. So inconſt- 
eat is he with himſelf. | 

And indeed he has quitted himſelf ſo forrily and 
triflingly, if I may be ſo free as to cenſure the 
Writings of one who has writ ſo much, that ſome 
toying Wit may be tempted to fanſie the weakneſs 
of his Performance, and profeſſed Ignorance, a flat 
Contradicion to the very Phyſnomy of his Face pre- 
fixed before his Book, whoſe vaſt, emixent, arched 
Noſe promiſes no ſmall reach of Wit, and compre- 
henſfion of Underſtanding : Bat behold the Todca- 
fter-Prodigy, 
Lignoſum ſtrukum ſme flumine Pontem. 
an huge, maſſie Noſe, devoid of all Sagacity under it. 

But to windicate R. B. and his Noſe from any 
ſuch ſhur, though he makes nothing of flurring the 
Learned and Pious Nawmes-of others; it is not that 
he wants either Nofe or Wit to find out the true 
Senſe of the Book of the 4pocalypſe, which he flurs, 
together with the beſt Intepreters, not to ſay the 
Spirit himſelf that writ at, in making the Senſe 
thereof ſo deſperately uncertain and wnintelig;ble, 
and ſo to fignific nothing: but he has been, accord- 


ing to his own Confeſſion, either rajþ or /azy in the 


matter, (Advertif. p. 1.) Forty four years ago, ſays 
he, 7 ftudied it, T doubt, too ſoon, (ſo do I, or at 
leaſt that you did it too carelefly); and then he 
reckons up ſeveral Authors which he read, names 
ſome, and intimates more. And among(ſtthoſe he 
names, are Mede and Potter ; andafter that he read 
Mr. Durham, Dr. More, Grotius, and Dr. Hammond, 
but withal ke «confeſſes he dill it //aperficialy, Se 
that rightly to plead -his'Cauſe, -it as mot for want 


of 
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of Noſe or Wit, but due and ſeaſonable Induſtry 
to maſter the Books he read, or for want of good 
luck or dire&ion to betake himſelf ro the beſt Wri- 
ters in the Kind, or the be/t Pieces of their Writings, 
that has rendred him ſuch a puzzled Thing as he 
profeſſes himſelf, I appeal to him, if he ever was 
fully Maſter of Mr. Mede's Synchroniſms, T dare 
fay, his deſultory and ttumultuary Phancy would 
never be fettered to ſo cloſe Animadverſion. But 
if he had with patience and fteadineſs of Mind ap- 
plied himſelf to the Synchroni/tical Part, fo as tho- 
rowly to-have underſtood it, it is impoſſible but he 
thould have avoided this foul Scepticiſm touching 
theſe holy Viſions. But without this Synchroniſt:- 
cal Skill, and the Knowledge of the Propherick 
Style, to pretend to wnderſtand:the Apocalypſe, or to 
judge whether it be z»teſligzh/e or no, is as fond, as 
to pretend to give the-tzue and certain Meaning, 
-or to be, able to judge whether the ſaid Meaning 
can be given, of a Greek or Latin Author, while 
one is verfiraw and ignorant-in the Lexicographal 
Part, and que devoid of the- Skill of Grammar or 
Syntax, And this has made R, B. that he can one- 
Jy (having read a World of Authors to no better 
purpoſe), in ſteal] of informihg the Judgment of 
him that peruſes' his Nozes, *onely diſtract his Mind 
with abundanee*of variety of Opinions, not able 
to decide which' is Truth. Which is. ſuch an iim- 


pertinent Sraffage of the Mind, that- thivUnder- 


ſtanding is not thereby perfe&ted, but bufggened ;. 
ſten- *. 


and ſerves for no wſe, unleſs for R. B. his vaitt 
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neither a ſtronger Man, nor a better Lawyer, tor 
being ſuch an 4Zefuo Ciborwm, as this other, Lz- 
brorum. 

Bur not to be wanting to R. B. in any juſt De- 
fence that may excuſe the matter ; his producing 
all along ſo many ſeveral Opinions, is not altoge- 


ther uſeleſs: For though he him/e/f cannot decide 


what is- true, yet the Reader may ; and for this end 
he ſets down ſo many Opinions, that others may 
decide what is true. Which is ſamething like the 
Story a Friend told me, of ane Rob4zn, an Hind in a 
Country-Gentleman's Houſe, that could no read a 


| Letter on the Book, but yet was carneſt with the 


Gentleman's Son, a young Scholar, that went to 
School, and could write well, to teach him to write. 
To which the young Scholar ſaying, Why, Robbin, 
thou canſt not read; to what purpoſe therefore is it to 
learn thee to write 2 O Maſter, ſays he, do but teach 
me to write, I will get ſome body elſe ro read it, Yo 
R, B, has got the Faculty of Writing and Reading, 
or rather of Reading and Writing of mulrtifarious 
Opinions, -but he mult leave the Otlice of Speling 
out Which is the trueſt, to ſome other. 

That alſo further recommends his great Modeſty, 
in that he ſo ſeldom takes upon him to decide ; 
foraſmuch as when he does it the moſt peremptori- 
ly, to any indiflerent Man he muſt needs ſeem to 
do it moſt injudicioufly ; as in that of the Viſion of 
the Sevex Churches having a Prophetical meaning : 
This, ſays he, being impoſſible to be proved, is rather 
to pretend another Revelation, than to expound this. 
This is very pertly and wagi/teria/ly ſpoken. But the 
Door with no lefs-than Twenty fo/id Arguments, 
in his Expoſition of the Seven Churches, has ſo de- 
| ' _ _ monſtrated 
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. Note on Apoc. c. 12. v. 10, Now ts come Salvation, 
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monſtrated there muſt -be a Prophetical Senſe of 
that Viſion, that he may well challenge R. B. or 
any more able than he, to confute them if he can, 
And Apoc. 5. 13. he dogmatizes there again, and 
tells us, thofe wnder the Earth are the 4nt7podes, on 
the other ſide of the Earth. As unphilolophically 
as magiſterially decided | The Antipodes are no 
more under the Earth, than we are; both being 
above and equidiſtant from the loweſt Center of 
the Earth. But this is pardonable in a Perſon ſo 
little cagyerſant in Philoſophy. 

Sg now to ſhew how impartial F am, I wilt 
#Rotice of ſomething that is commendable, and 
#e 1 would recommend to the reft of his Fana- 
Brethren, ſuch eſpecially as fanfie Monarchy 
Political Government_ inconſiſtent with the 


and Strength, and the Kingdom of our God, and the 
Power of his Chriſt. Note, ſays he, If Chriſtian 
Kingdoms be ſo honourable, and called the Kingdoms 
of God, and the Power of Chrift, and the Fall of 
Devils ; tet them better confider it, that cry them 
down under the name of National Churches, and would 
bave Churches onely to be ſome gathered out of the 
Multitude. This is the onely remarkable ſincere 
Stroke that occurs in all his Notes on the Revela- 
tion, ſo far as ] can remember, if he be therein 
ſincere, and heartily contradi& his Opinions and 
Practices in former times. To paſs by therefore 
the mawkiſh, raw, and dough-bak'd Fancies that 
are ſcattered in his 4»yotarions on the Apocalypſe, 1 
proceed to his Advertiſement, where I will uſe all 
pollible brevity that can be. | . 

I have 
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I have already noted out of the firſt Page, how 
unſeaſonably , according to- his own Confefſion, 
ſome Forty years ago he betook himſelf tothe Stu- 
dy of the Apocalypſe. 7 doubt, tos ſoon, ſays he z 
and I do not doubt but zoo negligently. But then, 
ſays he, / read Brightman, Napier, Pareus, &c. and 


. after that, Mede, Potter, awd many more, beſides 


Dounhamus de Antichriſto, Broughton, ad other 
ſuch ; and alſo the Anſwerers of Bellarmine. Ze 
converſed with his Fellow-labouxer Mr. Stevens, (du- 
ring the Schiſm againſt the Church of England) who 


has written of it, and was much upon it in his Di- 


ſeourſe ; but I durſt not be drawn to a deep Study 
of it, And when ſince I read Mr. Durham, Dr. 
More, &c. azd Grotius, aud Dr. Hammond, and 
many Annotators, / confeſs Deſpair, and more need- 
ful Buſineſs, made me do it but ſuperficially. This 
is his own Account of his Preparedneſs to write on 
the A4pocalypſe, when he having /cambl/ed through a 
multitude of Authors careleſy and fuperficialy, he 
was, for any certain ſenſe of the main and moſt 
weighty Viſions of that Divine Writing, as unre- 
ſolved of the Truth of things, as when he firſt 
began, So that having nothing to deliver to fatiſ- 
fie the Underſtanding Reader, or confirm the Faith 
of them that want a Guide ; yet, as if he laboured 
under the Scripturient Diſeaſe even to a 7Teneſmus, 
could not forbear to write on the 4poca/ypſe, though 
he had nothing to write. 

Wherefore, according to his own confeſſion, the 
Caſe ſtands thus; That his Mind wanting thoſe 
Faculties, which in-the Bodily Nouriſhment anſwer 
to the ConcotFive, and Expulſve Faculty, which /e- 
cernes that which-is Excremesutitious from what . 
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good Nouriſhment z he wanting, I fay, this ſecern- 
ing Faculty, was not edified by the reading, or ra- 
ther gutling up ſo many Books as he has haſtily 
read, being not able to diſtinguiſh betwixt what 
was ſound Food, and what was to be ſent packing 
and egeſted as courſe Excrement. And therefore, as 
he has taken them in, ſo he has put them out all 
alike, or rather vomited them up altogether with- 
out any Digeſtion or ConcoCtion ; contrary to the 
Boaſt of that conſiderate Writer, that excuſed his 
ſlow Performances with an 'Ou piy YEuiyſor amid Per 
xerbivlev ys, I am mot of the number of thoſe that 
vomit, but that weigh accurately what they publiſh to 
the World. This I declare, to the end that no man 
may be ſo fooliſh as to think the 4pocalyp/e really 
the leſs intelligible for R. B. his not underſtanding 
it, after his reading ſo many Authors about it, in 
his tamultuary and ſuperficial way : When as in- 
tended Concealment, as well as certainty of Reveal- 
ment, was the meaſure of the framing of the Vi- 
ſions of the Apocalypſe. And as they are not to be 
underſtood by the lazy, pertun&tory, or prejudiced 
Peruſer of them, and of their beſt Interpreters ; fo 
are they clearly and certainly to be underſtood by 
thoſe who with diligence and humility, by thoſe 
who orderly and methodically ſet themſelves to 
ſtudy them, as Mr. Mede to his everlaſting Com- 
mendation did. 

And therefore he firſt publiſhed his C/avis 4po- 
calyptica, a little Book, but of vaſt moment for the 
right underſtanding of the Apocalypſe. R. B. ſhould 
have firſt ſo fully underſtood that Book, as that he 
might be able to judge whether his Synchroniſms 


would hold or not: This is the courſe the Doctor 
C took, 
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took, whereby he was enabled as to be aſſured of 


the truth of moſt of his Syzchroniſms, /o to reje&t | 


his placeing of the Vials before the Seventh Trum- 
pet and riſing of the Witneſſes, which was an un- 
ucky miſtake of Mr. Medes, and which therefore 
the Doftor has reQtified in his Syxchroniſt ical 
Scheme, which R. B. may ſee in his Epilogue placed 
after his Expofition of the Apocalypſe, where he de- 
fends the reſt of Mr. Medes Synchroniſms againſt the 
Allegations of R. H. which ſmall Treatiſe, that 
Epilozue, 1 ſuſpect R. B. never read, nonot ſo much 
as ſuperficially, But if he had read it diligently, 
and made himſelf Maſter of it, it is impoſſible 1 
think he ſhould remain ſo ignorant of theſe Apoca- 
lyptick Points as he pretends he is. It is the firm 


ground the Doctors Expoſition ſtands upon, and we 


may fafely challenge A. B. to enervate it if he can. 
But to read an Author ſuperficially, and then to 
Night him, is like the Villany of thoſe Men that in- 
ſinuate themſelves into the company of ſuch as 
they have a miad to have a pretence of ſaying of 
them what they pleaſe. And thus has R. B. ſer- 
ved the moſt Pious, Serious, and Learned Perfor- 
mances of the beſt Interpreters of the 4pocalyp/e.” 
But what a Wooden Soul this R. B. has, one may 


further diſcern ( pag. 4) by his huge averſeneſs 


from the calling of the Fews, and his marvelous 


weak arguing againſt it: And yet his ſtrait and nar- 
row Mind hugs her ſelf in this cold ant crudled In- 
fidelity. And indeed R. B. ſeems to me not only 
to have a Wooden Soul, but a Stony Heart, which 
neither the Authority of the Ancient Church, 
which generally held that there would be ſuch an 
dluſtrions calling of the Jews towards the end of the 
World 
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World (as you may fee in Corne/ius a Lapide upon 
Rom, 11.25.) nor thoſe many Predictions of the An- 
cient Prophets, which plainly imply as much, nor 
that noble Diſcourte of St. Paw! in the eleventh to 
the Romans about this Point, have been able to pierce, 
for the admittance of fo glorious and gracious a Ca- 
taſtrophe of Gods Providence towards his own pe- 
caliar People the Jews, who have ſuffered fo great 
and durable Calamities and Severities of Afﬀiction 
from Him, who yet is ſtiled the God of, A4ra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Facob, and is faid to havean ever- 
laſting Covenant with that People. To let go 
thoſe ſeveral pertinent Paſſages in the Old 7e/ta- 
went, we will only ſet before the Eyes of R. B. 
what St. Paul fays, Rom. 11.25, For I would not, 
brethren, that ye ſhould be ignorant of this Myſtery, 
that blindneſs in part is happened tolirael, until the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles be come, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved. Here {ſrael in both places is evidently 
oppoſed to the Gentiles, and Hſrae!'s being detain'd 
in «»belzef for a time, till the falveſs of the Gentiles 
come in, oppoſed to the Gentiles Belief. And this 
is called a Myſtery, a great Arcanum of Divine Pro- 
vidence, concerning which the Apoſtle breaks out 
into thoſe expretlions of protound admiration, v. 33. 
O the depth of the riches, both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of God ; how unſearchable are his Fuds- 
ments, and his Ways paſt finding ont. That this be- 
longs to ſuch a fhrive/ed account as R. B. gives of 
this Chapter, is a thing incredible. Sothat I won- 
der with what Face he could put out his Notes on 
this Chapter to the Romans, after he had peruſed 
thoſe of Sam. Clark ; who has given ſoeaſie, Natu- 
ral, and Genuine Senſe of the ſaid Chapter all along, 
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and of whom R, B. himſelf gives this Teſtimony, 
that he is a perſon of great Judgment, Piety, Inte- 
grity and Meekneſs, Z7umility | ſuppoſe he means, 
and he ſhould have remembred in the peruſing his 
Notes on this Chapter, that God refiſteth the Proud, 
and gives Grace and Wiſdom 40 the Humble and 
Meek. The want of which made KR. B., impatient 
of being better inſtructed by his Funzor. But that 
a Man ſo operoſely and affte&tedly profeſſing him- 
ſelf for Peace and Love ſhould be content that God 
ſhould be fo zrreconcileably in Wrath toward the 
Nation of the Jews, as to leave them in the lurch 
for ever, after ſo many ſplendid Prediitions and Pro- 
miſes by his Prophets, is a ſign that there is little in 
the bottom of that Principle in him, but that it is 
onely an Hypocritical boaſt thereof. But T have 
run out further on this Theme than I intended. 

R. B. his crude Indigeſtion of the many Books 
he has read, has filled the fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, eighth, 
and part of the ninth Page of his Advertiſement 
with a number of Objections, firſt bred in his 
Brain, and after ſcattered on the Paper, like fo ma- 
ny little crawling Worms or Serpents ; but ſuch 
as can ſting none but himſelt, or ſuch as are as ig- 
norant or more ignorant than himſelf: They are 
about the Whore, and the Beaſt, and the like; and 
he renders his Reaſon of producing theſe pretended 
Difficulties, pag. 9. / mention, ſays he, what I have 
done, to tell you why T underſtand not the Revelati- 
ons. But by this I plainly underſtand, that he has 
not at all conſider'd the Doctor's Expoſition of the 
Beaſt and the Whore, though he pretends to have 


read his Books. For not one of this numerous Fry 


or Swarm of Difficulties do in the leaſt enervate his 
Expoſition 
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Expoſition of the Apocalypſe. But he raiſes Difh- 
culries againſt ſuch Authors, or Paſſages in them, 
as are moſt obnoxious to delude and ſeduce the ig- 
norant., This ſeems to me very diſingenuous 
Dealing. 

Bur now, from his tenth Page, to the ſeven- 
teenth, there are miſcellanious Matters ſcattered 
in h.m, of a ditterent Interpretation, ſome better, 
ſome worſe. The better ſort are ſuch things as 
theſe : That Popes and Papiſts, that allow all thoſe 
things which he ſets down as the Miſcarrtages charged 
on that Church, (pag. 10.) are liable before God to 
greater Puniſhments than the Beaſt and Falſe Prophet 
mentioned in the Revelations, &c. And, That Love 
is Chriſt's Work and Charadfter, and Hatred the De- 
vil's ; and that we muſt avoid all unneceſſary Dipi- 
fron, Wrath, and Hatred, And, pag. 11. That we 
muſt not call every thing Antichriſtian that diſplea- 
ſeth us, or that the Church of Rome has uſed, or avth 
uſe, And, p.15. To own Chriſt and his Goſpel, and 
to murder Thouſands or Millions in his Nam, for not 
obeying the Pope in profeſſing Tranſubſtantiation, is 
incomparably a more aggravated Crime, than the meſt 
bloody Pagan Perſecution was. And, (p. 16.) Chriſt 
has one diffuſed viſible Church over the World, and 
the Pope made another by Uſurpation and Rebellion, 
which was Regnum in Regno, as any Rebel might do 
that could get Strength to ſet up a Party in Power, to 
call himſelf King in ſome part of a Kingdom. Such 
an Antichriſtianity as this, ſays he, 7 make no 
doubt but the Papacy became guilty of And I will 
inſert here what he ſays in his Notes on 2 7heſſ. 2. 
1 can eafily ſee many and great Points in which Po- 
pery is contrary to the Word of God; and I am _ 

move 
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| moved by ſach Moral Arguments as Dr. H. More »ſeth 


in his Myſtery of Iniquity ;. he means that Part 
which is called Zea Antichriſtianiſmi. But to re= 
turn to his Advertiſement,- pag. 16. where he ſays, 
Let them prove that Popes have net been Antichritts, 
that can ; it's none of my Work. But if you are never 
fo fare that it is he indeed, pull him not down by cal- 
ling Truths, Duty, or Things lawful, Antichriſtian 
wor by telling men, that all Proteſtants are [dolaters 
or Antichriſtian, if they forſake not the Communion 
of all our Parochial Proteſtant Churches, that the Pa- 
piſts may re-enter into them as deſerted Garriſons, Sc. 
Now let any man judge what an /7umoriſt this 
R. B. is, who allowing that ſuch things are found 
in the Papacy that may well furniſh out an An7z7- 
chrift, and that are worſe than Pagan as to the 
matter of Perſecution; and whoſe Conſtitution is 
fuch, that thoſe that a&t accordingly, deſerve greater 
Puniſhment than the Falſe Prophet and the Beaſt 
mentioned in the Apocalypſe; and intimates, that 
the DoQor's /dea of Antichriſt ianiſm 1s a right Re- 
preſentation of ſuch Points of Popery as are contra- 
ry to the Word of God; and yet will not acknow- 
ledge this ſtrange Degeneracy of the Church to be 
ered in a Book of Prophecies, the Apocalypſe, 
which was writ on purpoſe to ſet out the State of 
the Church from the Beginning thereof, to the End 
of the World. What can be more incredible As 
many as acknowkdge the groſs Superſtitions, Ido- 
htries, and moſt ſalvage Perſecutions of the Church 
of Rome, and yet deny that they are prefigured in 
the Apocalypſe, ſeem to envy Chriſt the Glory of ſo 
faithfully and punfAually prediiting the State of his 
Ehurch; and the Church yet anreformed, ſuch an 
| excellent 
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excellent Help to her Reformation ; and the whole 
Church ſuch a ſpecial Corroboratio of their Faith 
in God and Chriſt, and of a Divine Providence 
that watches over the Afﬀairs of Men, and of his 
Church eſpecially ; and feem peeviſhly to obſcure 
that Privilege that Chriſtianity has above all other 
Religions in the World, the Viſions of Dazie/ and 
the Apocalypſe clearly underſtood, being the pecu- 
liar Strength and Glory of our Chriſtian Religion. 
And therefore I muſt confeſs it has raiſed my Zeal 
and Indignation againſt A. B. his mawkiſh Nozes on 


the Apocalypſe, which look more like prophane Buf- 


fonry, to rogue and abuſe ſo Sacred a Writing, than 
a Bulineſs of any edification to the People of God. 
And for R. B. his Care that thoſe things ſhould nor 
be called Antichriſtian that really were not fo, that 
was one of the Ends of the Doctor's writing his 
Tdea of Antichriſtianiſm, as himſelf has declared in 
the very firſt Chapter thereof. And what he ſpeaks 
for Chriſtian Love, and againſt unneceſſary Diviſion, 
O that Mr. Baxter had had thoſe Sentiments abour 
Forty years ago, and that he had been as tender of 
unneceſſary dividing from the {o well conſtituted 
Church of England, as he would now make ſhew 
he is from the Church of Rome; certainly he might 
enjoy a more peaceful Conſcience, and ſerene Mind, 
But I take no pleaſure in raking into ſuch a Sore. 

The things I like not in ſome of theſe eight laſt 
Pages, are ſuch as theſe. (r:) He intimates, p. 10. 
That they that interpret Babylon of Rome Papal, 
turn Religion into Love-killing Fattion ; and they that 
Zelieve ſuch an Interpretation, hate and abhor all Roe 
Mmaniſts merely becauſe they are ſuch, nor have any 
Evidence for their Opinion, but that ſuch or ſuch a 
Pripaze 
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Private Teacher has told them ſo. (2.) He con- 
ceives, That this interpreting the uſual Places of the 
Revelations, (p. 11.) of the Papacy, that all Roma- 
niſts are tempted thereby to hate us and deſtroy us. 
(3.) To make ſuch Interpretations as theſe, is to add 
to the Senſe of the Book, and to incur the Curſe there- 
of, Rev. 22. 18. the Plagues written in the Book. 
(4.) He ſays, The Senſe muſt needs be uncertain, where 
five ef the wiſeſt are of four minds. (5.) I blame 
not modeſt Conjeflures, ſaith he, if men will but cox- 
feſs their uncertainty when they are uncertain, nor uſe 
their Interpreting to kindle a partial, hating, divi-... 
ding Zeal. (6) 1 confeſs, fauth he, 7 am leſs able 
to expound Prophecies than Daniel, who yet thus con- 
clades, ch. 12.8. And I heard, but underſtood not. 
Then ſaid I, O my Lord, what ſhall be the end of 
theſe things? And he ſaid, Go thy way, Dantel; 
tor the words are cloſed up and ſealed till the time 
of the end. And yet, he ſays, he makes no doubt 
but the Revelation zs God's Word, though he under- 
ſtands it not. (7.) And laſtly, pag. 12. 7o them 
that fay faith he, The Pope is the Beaſt, the Whore 
of Babylon, the Man of Sin, the Antichriſt, you have 
a ſhift of the contempt of his Words, as of a contro- 
wverted, uncertain thing; but who knoweth not that 
the plain Law of God concludeth, that the Proud, the 
Worldly, the Malignant, the Idolatrous, Murderers, 
Perſecutors, Liars, the Enemies of Chriſt's Goſpel and 
ſerious Godlineſs, are Satan's Slaves, and ſhall not 
enter into the Kingdom of God > There is ſomething 
_ of Good mingled in ſome of theſe Sayings; but 
little Good intended, ſo far as I diſcern, But I 
ſhall briefly anſwer to each Particular. 
To the (21.) firſt, I ſay, Here R. B. bewrays an ill 
Nature, 
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Nature ( as they that have the Fauzdies, things 
ſeem to them yellow.) I know by experience the 
contrary, and the Doctors Interpretations of the 4- 
pocalypſe, of the truth of which I am ſufficiently 
confident, though they make the Papal Corruptions 
concerned in the Viſion of the Beaſt, the Whore and 
Falſe-Prophet, yet I never had the more hatred or 
diſguſt againſt the Rowani/ts for that. But as for 
their Corruptions, I thought their being ſhewn them 
in thoſe and the like Vitioos to be ſo lively prefigu- 
red, were the moſt likely way to make them re- 
fle& on their Condition, and ſeek timely by an or- 
derly Reformation to amend it, thoſe Interpretati- 
ons ever avoiding the leaſt ſhew of encouragement 


for ſuch a Reformation as is to be carried on by 


Popular Tumults and the Sword, and ſuggeſting al- 
fo that the moſt effectual Inſtruments in the Hands 
of Princes and Prelatet will bethoſe that he calls the 
Philadetphian Church, who are made up of Loyalty 
to their Prince, be he of the Reformdd or Unrefor- 
med Religion, and of an hearty ſincere Love to al 
Chriſtendom, and to @n:ver/a/ Mankind. This 
Spirit Aromatizes the Dofors whole Interpretation - 
of the 4pocalypſe. But there are ſome Diſeaſed Per- 
ſons that cannot bear the ſcent. of ſweet Odours, 
Groſler Minds are for a Groſs War, and Groſs Re- 
venge, which is Diametrically oppoſite to the Do- 
Qors Interpretations. Which it may be therefore, 
R.B. being of a more ron, Martial Spirit, may be 
the more averſe from, if 4ge has not, as he pre- 
tends, me/owed him into a better Mind. And as 
for ſuch 7uterpretations as concern the Papacy, that 
they are onely the diQtates of ſome private Teach: 
ers, the Antichriſtianity of the Papacy was the pe: 
D neral. 
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neral Dodrine of the ' Reformed Churches. And 
R. B. upon his Private Spirit adventuring to be a 
Separative Guide, has thus bewildred himſelf and his 
followers. Whenas this Aztichri/tianity of the 
Church of Romeis a Doftrine own'd by the Church 
of England, and Fewel againſt Zarding was ordered 
to be placed in every Pariſh Church. And the 
main things of this kind are ſo plain, that ordinary 
People are able to underſtand them, and not believe 
them ozxely becauſe the Reformed Churches ſay 1o. 
- To the (2) ſecond, It ſeems to me tobe a piece of 
uncharitableneſs in R. B. that he ſhould have ſuch 
an harſh opinion of the Romani/ts, when they can- 
not but ſee, that it is not any maſzce in us Prote- 
ftants, but the Natural Interpretableneſs of the 4- 
pocalypſe that way, that we uſe thoſe Prophetick 
Scriptures to defend our ows Religion, and convince 
them of the errour of theirs, For my own part I 
thiak better of them, nor can I (who have ſo of- 
ten admired thoſe Divine ſtrains of Morality in that 
Pagan Emperours Meditations, MH. Antoninus, not- 
withſtanding his Idolatrous Religion that could not 
debaſe his noble Nature,) forbear heartily to im- 
brace that Virtue, Piety, Faithfulneſs and Genero- 
ſity that ſhines forth in any Romani/t in deſpight of 
his Romaniſm that cannot ſuppreſs it. Theſe hor- 
rid conceits of R. B. of Hatred and Murder from the 
Papiſts on this account are efie&ts of Melancholy and 
01d Age. It the Do&or be Murdered for ſpeaking 
Truth in the behalf of the Church of Eng/and, he 
will find good Company in the other World, and 
be bid welome by that glorious Martyr of our 
Church, the Pious, Wiſe, and Virtuous Charles the 
Firſt; or rather eur Bleſſed Lord Jeſus, whe was 
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Martyr'd and Cracified for us, will be ready to re- 
ceive thoſe that conſcientiouſly ſuffer for maintain- 
ing his Truth and Honour. Te believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo in me, ſaith he, in my Fathers Houſe there 
are many Manſions. If it were not ſo I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you, and if I 
g9 aud prepare a place for you, I will come again - 
and recieve you to my ſelf, that where I am, there 
you may be alſo, As certainly as Chriſt him- 
ſelf after his ſufferings enjoys any thing in the 
other State, he that Conſczentioully ſuffers for him, 
will thereupon be happy in the other World. And 
who would not adventure all in one Bottom with 
him to whom the Propheczes of old have given ſuch 
ample Teſtimony (beſides the Z7;/tory of his Miracles, 
and that Szupendious Volume of Viſions the Apoca- 
{ypſe imparted by him to his Church) and whom 
ſo great a part of thegWorld acknowledge to be the 
Son of God and Saviour of Mankind? Certainly Di- 
vine Providence is more benign and faithful, than 
to lay ſuch a train as to _—_ the moſt intelligent 
and fincereto the loſs of their lives in the World (as 
it fared with the Primitive Martyrs under the Pa- 
gan Dragon, and with ſome hundred thouſands un- ' 
der the healed Beaſt) if there be no Recompenſe for 
ſuch ſufferers in the World to come. 

To the (3) third, If to make ſuch Interpretati- 
ons as R.B. counts uncertain, which yet may be 
true, according to his own account, for ought he 
knows, be to add to the Book, and incur the 
Plagues written therein, what does his Buffonry in- 
cur in his Notes, that takes away in a manner all that 
is writ of chiefeſt concern for the Inſtru&ion and 
Amendment of the Church, Roguing all the moſk 
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uſeful Viſions, and indeed all in a manner (caſting 
away alſo the Prophetical Senſe of the Seven Chur- 
ches) into a meer ſap/eſs and uſeleſs UVninteligible- 
neſs? Let him ſcape the Plagues as well as he can, 
he will certainly incur the Joſs of all the precious 
Promiſes recorded in this Book. 
To the (4,) fourth, I anſwer ; It is meer So- 
phiſtry, and ſuch as whereby all Philoſophy and Re- 
{igion would be taken out of the World. There 1s 
the Chriſtian Religion, the Fewiſh, the Mahometan, 
and Pagan. Here any Three diſagree from the 
Fourth ; therefore they are all Uncertain, or Falſe. 
But beſides this, there is a genera/ Conſent of Pro- 
teſtant Interpreters touching thoſe Viſions that con- 
cern the Corruptions of the Papacy, viz. That they 
are concerned therein, though ſome expedite the 
matter better than others. And Grotius his way, 
and Dr. Zammond's, is meer zNovelty ; and they 
may be both excuſed for ſo ſtrangely ſtraining their 
Wits for ſuch Gloſſes. For Paſſion edges the /nven- 
tion, Hatred as well as Love. And Grotius was 
deeply ſenſible of what he ſuffered from the States 
of Holland, and Dr. Hammond more highly and 
nobly concerned for that Oxtrage which was done 
to the moſt Yertuous and Pious King, and beſt Con- 
ſtituted Church in the World. To which Villany 
and Miſery the Y«/gar Expoſitions of the 4pocalyy/e 
were made uſe of, which frighted the good Doctor 
into another way. But the «ſzal Proteſtant way, 
well refified, does infinitely more Service to the 
Crown of England, and the Church, than ſuch forced, 
incredible Gloſles, ſuch as R. B. himſelf is able to 
confute, though he be ſo ſtaggering that he can 
Kand to nothing, ; 


To 
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To the (5.) fifth, That men ſhould confeſs their un- 
certainty, when they think themſelves uncertain, I ea« 
ſily admit. But I do not think it fair, that any trou- 
ble themſelves, much leſs the World, with what 
they are conſcious to themſelves is a meer Conje- 
&ure. For this makes but a rumble and babble in 
the Minds and Mouths of Men, and makes them 
think, becauſe they read much, and write much, 
they are learned and knowing, when there is no- 
thing but Noiſe and empty Fancy and Ignorance 
at the bottom. Aſſured Knowledge, and uſeful, is 
the firm Food of the Soul. Uncertain Fancies and 
Opinions are no more than ſuperfluous and noxi- 
ous Humours in a #loated Body. For my part, 1 
ſhould make a conſcience in abuſing the World with 
ſuch 7raſh. And therefore the DoCtor has openly 
declared, eſpecially for the main and moſt uſeful 
Parts of his Expoſition of the Apocalypſe, that to him 
it is moſt cerrain and andoubted Knowledge. And 
his Confidence thereof he hath publickly profeſſed, 
both at the end of his Epilogue annexed to his Ex- 

poſition of the Apocalypſe, and alſo in his Preface to 
his Expoſition of the Viftons of Daniel, SeQ 42. And 
he hath invited and provoked all that he could, to 
find what Flaws they could in his Expofitiens : And 
how ' he hath quit himſelf againſt S. E. the Re- 
marker, let the World judge; and alſo how well 
he further makes good what he hath writ, by his 
Paralipomena Prophetica. Every one 1s bound, be- 
fore he publiſhes a thing, to ſtudy the Point fo 
throughly , that he can diſcern whether it will 
amount any further than to a Conjefture, or whe- 
ther it is a frm and /o/id Truth ; and then if it be al- 
ſo «/eful, to impart it to the World ; and the more 


uſeful, 
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aſeful, with the greater expreſſion of confidence , he 
being aſſured of the Truth. And the Dofor's Ex- 
pohition Fi the Apocalypſe being fo apparently aſefa, 
for the ſhewing the Excellency of the Conſtitution of 
the Church of England, it being the moſt choice 
part of the Completion of the Prophecy of the Rz- 
Jing of the Wienelſss, a Church that had the Honovur 
to be ſo 'learnedly defended by the Royal Pen of 
King FAMES the Firſt of Bleſſed Memory, and to 
be witneſſed to by the Sacred Blood of that Glorzous 
Martyr King CHARLES the Firſt, the moſt Pijous 
and Vertuous Prince that ever ſway'd Scepter in 
Chriſtendom ; a Church renowned for fingalar Loy- 
alty and Love of Monarchy, inſomuch that King 
CHARLES the Second (whoſe late Death we all 
ſill lament, though we are abundantly comforted 
in ſo Gracious a Succeſſor) was heard to ſay, That 
the Charch of England-Men were the beſt Subjedts in 
the World; and laſtly, fuch a Church as our preſent 
Gracious Soveraign King FAMES the Second 
(whom God grant a Long, Peaceful, and Proſpe- 
rous Reign over us), though (for our Sins, I fear) 
of the other Religion Himſelf, yet has gracioufly 
promiſed to maintain and ſupport; this doing, 
of His Ows moſt Noble and Free Mind, which was 
the onely thing that could with Reaſon and Equity 
be deſired. But thus has His Zerozcal Spirit found 
the Opportunity -to remonſtrate to the World His 
Right to the Crown, not onely by Lineal Deſcent, 
bur Perſonal Merit. I fay therefore, That the Do- 
Cor's Expoſition of the Apocalypſe tending to the 
winning of Men to ſuch a Church as this, where not 
enely 7ruth and Parity of Worſhip, but Loyalty and 
Monarchy is ſecured againſt Republicaniſm, Blood, 
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and Rebeion ; fo that he has diſarm'd the Fanaticks 
from either Pretexſe of Right, or Hints of Time, to 
plot their miſchievous Deſigns, he having demon- 
ſtrated the 12.60 days to be paſlcd, and the Riſing 
of the Witneſſes but a partza/ Fall of Antichriſtianiſm. 
Which things tend naturally, as I conceive, to the 
keeping of the Crowns of Moxarchs on their Heads, 
and their Zeads on their Shoulders. And there- 
fore I ſay, the matter being of ſo mighty momeatr, 
'T hope AR. B. will excuſe his Novice (who yet is 
ſomewhat older than himſelf, though he write 70.) 
whom he would tutour and inſtru, if he cannot 
be ſo demure and modeſt as he would have him to 
be, in matters that are ſo plain to him, and of fo 
mighty importance for the Peace and Security of 
Princes againſt the Fanatical Rabble, who are as 
mad againſt Fe/us Chri/f's Vicegerents, as the Fews 
were againſt Feſus himſelf, who would have no 
King but Cz/ar ; nor theſe any Monarchs but a fifti- 
tious King Jeſus of their own, and domineering 
Presbytery, or ſhattered Anarchy. 

I will not be ſouncharitableas to think R. B. ſee- 
ing the Fanatical ſort of Men fo diſappointed by the 
Doctor's Expoſition, from hatching any Evil againſt 
the Church of Exgland and Monarchy out of the 
Apocalypſe, has been ſo peeviſh as to repreſent the 
Book, as much as in himſelf lies, utterly anintel//- 
gible, that becauſe they can breed »o Mzſchief out 
of it, it may prevent its doing any Good. The thing 
looks over-ſuſpiciouſly on it. But I leave that to 
the ſearch of his own Conſcience. The latter part 
of his fifth Particular concerns not the Doctor, 
whoſe Expoſitions are onely for the evincing of 
Truth, and the convincing of the Conſcience, 
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againſt Killing and Slaying by the Arm of Fleſh. 


He is for no Divifion as to Czvil Soctety, nor for 
Re-union of Proteſtants with Papiſts in Religzon, till 
they be better Reformed in DoQtrine and Worſhip. 
But R. B. expreſſes himſelt fo odly in theſe things, 
as if he inſinuated himſelf Popzſhly and Proteſtan- 
tiſhly affeted in one Breath. Such a way of Wri- 
ting, to me ſmells very muſtily of Juggles and 
Hypocriſie. 

And now, (6.) To that freakiſh and impertinent 
Application of that Paſſage of Daniel, I oppoſe the 
very following Verſe in that Chapter: Many ſhaZ 
be purified, made white, and tried, (ver. 10.) But the 
wicked ſhall do wickedly, and none of the wicked ſhall 
underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall underſtand, Now 
whether it be the want of Zolineſs or Wiſdom in 
R. B. or both, that he underſtands ſo little in Da- 
niel and the Apocalypſe, I leave him to conſult his 
own Heart therein, and to conſider what a pleaſant 
thing it is to Fleſh and Blood to be a Segregarive 


 Rabboni, and to be applauded by a Se&t, though 


wiſe and good Men underſtand as little the Reaſon 
why, as he underſtands Danze! and the Apocalypſe. 
But while he acknowledges the Apocalypſe to be the 
Word of God, and yet to be unintelligible, what is 
it but to reproach God and his Word too at once » 
Daniel tells us better News: 7he wicked /ha# net 
underſtand, but the wiſe ſhaf underſtand. And yer 
this vain R. B. affets the eſteem of more than or- 
dinary Wiſdom, in pretending not to underſtand 
theſe Viſions; elſe why does he take the pains to 
oſtentate his Ignorance, and ſo in effe& to glory in 
his Shame 2 

And, (7.) to the laſt, I ſay, The Romanifts do 
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more familiarly elude all thoſe Charges of Idolatry, 
Murder, Perſecution, Lying, and the like, charged 
upon them from Reaſon and Scripture. For to theſe 
they will anſwer ; but ſince this demonltrative 
way by Synchroniſms, that ſo plainly prove thar 
thoſe Viſions which the Ancient Fathers interpret 
of Antichriſt, neceſſarily fall into the Times of 
the Papacy, they have, ſo far as I know, ever had 
the Diſcretion to decline anſwering. Indeed R. B. 
tells us, That the Arguments he has writ againſt 
Popery in eight or nine Books, the Romaniſts have 
not anſwered ; he, like a Suffenus, fancying they 
forbear to anſwer them till he be dead or diſabled; 
when queſtionleſs it is becauſe they /{ight them ; or 
elſe, why is it that they have anſwered the ableſt 
Champions of our E2/;/þ Church, (who yet med- 
dle with no Prophecies) and thus declined the an- 
ſwering him 2 When the Writings of theſe, excel 
thoſe of R. B. as much as the richeſt Arras, the 
meaneſt Xedderminſter-Stuff, as one wittily has 
made the Compariſon. 

This Conceitedneſs of his Performance T meet 
with in his- Po/ſcrip?, which I have read over, 
thinking to meet with ſomething new ; but it is 
but Crambe bis cofta, and his Seventeen Queſtions 
ſo poor, that the meane/t Capacity, that has any 
kind of propenſion to theſe Studies, may eaſily 1fa- 
tisfie himſelf, by conſulting the lateſt Writers touch- 
ing theſe Points. To read R. B. his Writings, is as 
tedious to me, as to walk upon «»ſound Ground, 
Quagmire, or (uickſand, Arena fine calce ; and there- 
fore I will give my ſelf nolonger a Fazigze - though 
I cannot but take notice, how again he harps much 


upon that jarring String, where he ſuppoſes the 
E Romaniſts 
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Romaniſts ſo brutiſh and ſalvage, that they will kill 
and murder all ſuch as from the Prophectes of Scri- 
pture conclude their Church Antichri/tian ; when 
as himſelf cannot deny, but what they hold and 
practiſe, is ſo. 

What Diſeaſe of Ferocity has ſo tinAured the 
Mind and Fancy of A. B. that he ſhould have ſuch 
horrid Conceits 'of the Pontifician Party in Eng- 
land 2 When as they and our Church of England 
Men, both of higheſt and loweſt Degree, have li- 
ved in all Civility, Kindneſs, and Netghbourlineſs, 
for theſe many years, notwithſtanding their difte- 
rence of Religion, though the Romaniſts in the 
mean time, according to the Language of their 
Church, could not but deem us ZHereticks, of what 
Quality ſcever we were, Noble or Simple : When 
as yet no Phraſe, neither proper nor ſymbolical, un- 
ports a Man a more wile, deteſtable, and criminal 
IWretch, than an Feretick, with them ; they ad- 
judging them alſo to\the worſt and moſt reproach- 
fel Puniſhments, ſuch as the moſt execrable Crimz- 
als are adjudged to: And yet I am certain our 
Church of England Men have not at all been enra- 
ged or provoked againſt the Romaniſ/ls, for all this. 
Why then ſhould &, B. have fo uncharitable a Con- - 
ceit of the Romaniſts, (they are Men, or rather Eng- 
liſh-men, as well as we) that they ſhould be ſo enra- 
ged like Wolves and Tygers againſt the Church of Eng- 
land Men, though they, keeping to the Szty/e of 
their Church, muſt deem the Conſtitution of the 
Romiſh, as R. B. himſelf does, Antichriſtian ; and 
that this State thereof is predidted in Scripture?! 
This looks as if heſtill retained his inveterare ſpite 
againſt the Church of England, and even now in his 
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grunting and groaning condition, as he repreſents 


himſelf, as if he had one Foot in Charon's Boar, 
yet would ſhew us a Miſchievous Dog-trick at the 
laſt, and excite the Roman Wolves (as he Fancies 
them, he Cloathing them in his own Skin, or as 
much as he can transfu/izg his own miſchievous Spi- 
rit into them at his hour of death) to tear us and 
devour us. 


Quanquam media jam morte tenetur, 
Non tamen abjtinuit 

So fierce and unreconcileable an hatred does he 
bear (or acts ſo as 1f he did bear it) to our Church, 
that the approach of the extinCtion of this life can- 
not extinguiſh it. But having once injured the 
Church, he knows how, and not the Church him, 
he ſeems deſirous to follow his firſt blow with re- 
peated ſtrokes even to his laſt Breath. The Finzs 
rei in this carriage of his, or Natural Tendency, is 
truly ſuch : but whether it be Fn:s Perſone, I leave 
to his own Conſcience to examine. 

I will note but one thing more in this Poſe-ſcript, 
which is his mentioning David Blundel and Po 
Joxe; which I ſhould have omitted, but that it put 
me in mind of what fine ſport Mr. Gadbury makes 
on that Subject in his Cardizes Celi, &c. which 
would make a Man ſuſpe& R, B. to have let drop 
this in his Poſt-ſcript to pleaſe Mr. Gadbury, whom 
he ſeems humbly to beſeech to give him a Caſt of 
his Skill in Calculating Nativities. For if not, why 


does he conclude his 4dvertiſement thus? Lon-' 


don, 1684. Nov. 12. Natali Authoris. Atat.ſue 70. 
It is true, he has' not ſet down the our of his 
Birth: But Mr. Gadbury, by Animodar, Trutina 
Hermetis, or Accidentia Nati, by any ene of theſe, 
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as well as by the re/# will rectifie the Time to a 
Cows Thumb, and then will find in a trice ſome 
Cardinal Sign in the Aſcendent of this great Man, 
R. B. which of all the tour is leaſt likely to be Li- 
bra, he having writ ſo much, and weighing ſo little 
what he writes: Or if it be Zzbra, it may denote, 


"that in his Balance the moments of Reaſon for all 


different Expoſitions of the Apocalypſe are of equal 
weight with him, even as the Sun at his entrance 
into Z7hra makes the Day and Night equal. 

But as for Mr. Blundel and Pope Fore, I will refer 
Mr. Gadbury, or any other judicious Reader, to Bi- 
ſhop Fewel againſt Harding, from pag. 348, to pag. 
353, and to Mr. Foulis his #7iſtory of Romiſh Treas» 

ſons and Uſurpations, pag. 180. who at laſt con- 
cludes thus, As for mine own Judgment, 1 ſhall wrap is 
up without Partiality or Paſſion, in this, That ] am ſo 
far from being ſatisfied with the Reaſons brought a- 
gainſt the being of ſuch a Woman Pope, that I may 
fancy thoſe that aſſert a Pope Jone afford better Aus 
thority, Teſtimony and Arguments, than thoſe that 
deny it. And as Cook in Engliſh has ſufficiently an- 
ſwered Floromondus and the reſt, fo does Marefrus in 
Latine, and Congnard in French abundantly confute 
David Blundel,, though a Man: of great Reading. 
But be it this way or that way, it ſhall never 
trouble me, and fo let every Man think. as he 
pleaſeth. To which I eaſily ſay, Amer. For the 
Church of Eng/and's Caule againſt her Opponents, 
whether Romaniſts or Fanaticks, depends not on 
ſuch Curioſities. 

I find my ſelf concern'd to fay little more than 
to advertiſe ſeriouſly Mr. Baxter's followers, and in 
them all Se/aries, what a dreadful and dangerous 


thing, 
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thing it is to ſeparate from an Awuthentick Church, 
reformed to the Pattern of the Symmetral or Primi- 
tive Ages, and to follow the guidance of a Pri- 
vate Spirit ; and [ ſhall pray God, that Mr. Bax- 
ter may repent ſincerely, as of his former enor- 
mous ſins againſt the Church of England, and the 
Crown or Sacred Monarchy thereof, ſo. likewiſe, that 
he may become really ſenſible and aſhamed of his 
preſent Crooked Yerſuteneſs and Hypocrifie, and of 
Rogueing and Abuſing the Divine Y, Hows of Fohu and 
Daniel (which the Lord Feſus out of his Faithful 
Care and Providence has procured of his Father for 
the Guidance and Inſtruction of Chriſtendom) by 
this his rade and profane Buffonry. 


FINIS. 


